
 

 

MAIN CHARACTERS OF BOOKS THREE AND FOUR 

 

(These descriptions are minimal, offered to help refresh your memory as you read. See 

Hamilton’s The Spenser Encyclopedia to discover how many characters also work 

metaphorically within the poem.) 

 

 

 

Aemylia A young woman held captive in the cave of Lust after running off to meet her love, 

Amyas.  

 

Agape Fairy mother who approaches the Fates appealing for a longer life for her sons, Priamond, 

Diamond, and Triamond. 

 

Amoret Twin of Belphoebe, daughter of Chrysogone who was adopted by Venus. Scudamour 

wins her from Venus, but she is captured by Busyrane (who tortures her) until rescued by 

Britomart. However, she is seized again by Lust before being rescued by Timias. 

 

Amyas Lowborn squire and romantic interest of Aemylia. He is captured by Corflambo and held 

in bondage where Corflambo’s daughter, Poeana, falls in love with him. 

 

Argante Twin of Olifaunt, a giantess with an uncontrolled sexual appetite, taking men captive to 

serve her desires. 

 

Artegall A mighty warrior knight destined for marriage to Britomart, first seen by her in her 

father’s magical glass, driving her long love’s quest to find him. He eventually becomes the 

Knight of Justice in Book V. 

 

Arthur (Prince) Young future King Arthur, still a prince and knight in The Faerie Queene. He is 

driven by a quest for Gloriana, The Fairy Queen, with whom he has shared a dreamlike 

concubitus. 

 

Ate The supernatural force of discord who appears as an old, ragged woman. 

 

Belphoebe Twin of Amoret, daughter of Chrysogone who was adopted by Diana. She is a 

huntress and woods dweller, and she is loved by Timias, Arthur’s squire.  

 

Blandamour One of four discordant companions in Book IV, first seen traveling with Ate, 

Paradell, and Duessa.  

 

Braggadocio The clownish fool, thief, and coward who stole Guyon’s horse and spear in Book 

II. In Book III, he offers false help to Malbecco before stealing from him. In Book IV, he wins 

the False Florimell. 

 

Britomart The primary knight of chastity who falls in love with an image of her destined love, 



 

 

Artegall, compelling her epic quest.  

 

Busyrane Wicked kidnapper and torturer of Amoret, conquered by Britomart. 

 

Cambell Brother of Canacee and husband of Cambina. Cambell fights against Priamond, 

Diamond, and Triamond, three brothers who are attempting to win her hand. Cambell is 

eventually reconciled to Triamond by the work of Triamond’s sister, Cambina. 

 

Cambina Intelligent and adept sister of Priamond, Diamond, and Triamond who makes peace 

between Triamond and Cambell. She eventually marries Cambell. 

 

Canacee Beautiful and wise sister of Cambell, pursued by many men. She marries Triamond. 

 

Corflambo Father of Poeana who chases Placidas and is decapitated by Arthur. 

 

Chrysogone Virgin birth mother of Belphoebe and Amoret. 

 

Cupid Son of Venus, a character who sometimes appears helpful and good, and other times evil 

in The Faerie Queene. 

 

Cymoent/Cymodoce Mother of Marinell, warned by Proteus that a woman would either wound 

or slay her son, which she assumes will happen through love. 

 

Diana/Phoebe Helps Venus search for Cupid but finds Belphoebe instead, raising her as a 

daughter. 

 

Duessa Appears with Ate, Paridell, and Blandamour, a contentious and troublemaking foursome. 

 

Dony Dwarf of Florimell who seeks for her after her disappearance. 

 

False Florimell A creature made of snow and hellish spirits by the witch, made in Florimell’s 

likeness in an attempt to replace her. 

 

Florimell  Beautiful lady who loves Marinell, and upon hearing he has been hurt, leaves her high 

life to find him before falling into many traumatic adventures. 

 

Genius Unlike the character with the same name in the Bower of Bliss (II xii), this character is 

responsible for issuing characters in and out of the Garden of Adonis. 

 

Glauce Britomart’s faithful old nurse and traveling companion. 

 

Guyon Knight protagonist of Book II, natural descendant of Fairy Land. His journey represents 

the quest for temperance. 

 

Hellenore Malbecco’s wife, seduced by Paridell before being abandoned by them. Later adopted 

as the common mistress of the satyrs. 



 

 

 

Malbecco The stingy and impotent husband of Hellenore who initially refuses refuge to 

Satyrane, Paridell, and Britomart. Eventually, he is cuckolded, losing his wife, his money, and 

his identity—transforming into Jealousy. 

 

Malecasta Lusty lady of the Castle Joyous, the Lady of Delight, who demands that every knight 

who passes through her kingdom abandon his love to adore her or face death. Thinking Britomart 

a man, Malecasta attempts to seduce her. 

 

Marinell Son of Cymoent, badly injured by Britomart. He initially follows the advice of his 

mother to scorn the love of all women, but is adored by Florimell. Eventually, he convinces his 

mother to help rescue her from Proteus. 

 

Merlin Creator of the magic glass in which Britomart sees a vision of Artegall. Crafter of 

Morddure, Arthur’s sword. Offers Britomart a prophecy explaining the future of her descendants. 

 

Paridell Meets with Satyrane and the Squire of Dames while seeking Florimell, but becomes 

diverted while seducing Hellenore. Eventually joins with Blandamour, Duessa, and Ate in a 

contentious foursome. 

 

Placidas Amyas’s look-alike and friend, rescued by Arthur as he is pursued by Conflambo. 

Eventually marries Poeana. 

 

Poeana Daughter of Conflambo. Initially selfish and vain, she reforms and marries Placidas. 

 

Priamond/Diamond The eldest and second sons of Agape. After Agape negotiates with the 

Fates, the life of each slain brother is allowed to flow into the next living brother. 

 

Proteus Prophetic sea dweller, a shape-shifter and herdsman. Warns Cymoent that Marinell will 

be overcome by a woman. Holds Florimell captive in his underwater dwelling, attempting to woo 

her. Hosts the wedding of the rivers. 

 

Red Cross Knight Protagonist of Book I, eventually revealed to be St. George, the patron saint of 

England. His journey represents the quest for holiness. Appears in Book III fighting the knights 

of Malecasta. 

 

Satyrane Half-satyr, half-human knight of nature who finds the girdle of Florimell and then 

hosts a tournament to determine its proper owner. 

 

Scudamore Wins Amoret from the temple of Venus, marries her, then loses her to Busyrane, 

where she is rescued by Britomart. 

 

Squire of Dames and his love Columbell The Squire of Danes adores Columbell, foolishly 

agreeing to her order to seduce hundreds of women before realizing this was a test of his 

allegiance, which he failed. He then must attempt to undo his mistake by embracing an 



 

 

impossible second quest.  

 

Timias The squire of King Arthur who is rescued by Belphoebe after being wounded in the 

forest, falls in love with her, then disappoints her—before being devastated by her severe 

rejection. Eventually, he is restored to her before continuing in his journey.  

 

Triamond The third son of Agape, eventually filled with their lives after they perish, due to an 

agreement with the Fates. He develops a deep friendship with Cambell after their relationship is 

mystically healed by Cambina. He marries Canacee, sister of Cambell. 

 

Trompart Braggodochio’s assistant, a comic figure, flatterer, and deceiver. 

 

Witch Provides shelter for Florimell before turning against her. Her lazy son develops an 

obsession with the young woman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


